


BEATING BACK THE DEVIL

Between November 2002 and July 2003, there were 8,098 cases of
SARS worldwide, and 774 deaths. Twenty-one percent of the victims
were health care workers.

In Vietnam, there were sixty-three cases, more than half of them
doctors and nurses, and five deaths. But there were anomalies also.
Though more than a third of the victims had been hospitalized at
Bach Mai, SARS never spread to the staff there. Nor, after the six ini-
tial cases, did it spread in Ninh Binh, despite the prolonged face-to-
face contact between Mr. Bui and his doctor and at least one hundred
others. At some point, for some inexplicable reason, SARS had simply
stopped.

“We can’t understand why it didn’t spread throughout Vietnam,”
Joel said. “Granted, the Viethamese government did a remarkable job
containing it, and the team did too. But I don’t know who the credit
should be given to, for ending the outbreak. Was it really what we
did? Was there something in the population? Vietnam is an enigma.”
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